
 

 

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 

 

 

 

20 August 2021 

 

Dear Reverend Monsignor: 

Dear Reverend Father: 

 

In recent days, we have been receiving requests from people seeking endorsement of their 

decision not to receive any vaccinations for COVID-19 on the basis of their conscience and the 

teaching of the Catholic Church. 

 

While we recognize the primacy of an individual’s conscience, we also place our trust in the 

Magisterium of the Catholic Church. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has made it 

clear that the vaccines available to us are morally acceptable in light of the devastating impact of 

the Covid-19 virus and its variants, and the great law of charity, which impels every person to do 

what they can to promote the common good in this time of pandemic. See the Note from the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (December 21, 2020) which was sent to you earlier. 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_202012

21_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html.  In addition, please see the following updated note from the 

Vatican Covid-19 Commission and the Pontifical Academy for Life, which is attached for your 

reference. 

 

If a person decides not to receive the Covid-19 vaccinations on the basis that it is contradictory 

to Biblical texts or to the authentic teaching of the Church (as several of the inquirers have 

argued), it is not possible for any minister of the Church to endorse such a position. Priests are 

asked not to sign any proposed letters of exemption from Covid-19 vaccines. 

 

Our Holy Father has on several occasions spoken of the moral responsibility we have to receive 

the vaccines when they are available to us. And so, we continue to encourage the faithful to get 

vaccinated as soon as they are able out of our concern for the common good. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Monsignor Murray J. Kroetsch, PH, VG 

Chancellor 

 

 

Encl./ 
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