
CELEBRATION OF THE WORD 

Easter Sunday 
[This is a celebration of the Word to aid your worship this Sunday, alone or with family. If possible, place 
a simple cross or crucifix prominently in the room and light one or more candles. You can also place an 
image of the Virgin Mary there if possible. As a family, choose the one who leads the prayer, and 
someone to do the readings.] 

Whoever leads the prayer can say: We rejoice today in faith, knowing that Jesus is risen from the dead. 
Despite our very unusual and difficult circumstances, we believe, as Pope Francis said, that “this 
message resounds in the Church the world over. He remained two days in the tomb; but his death 
contained God’s love in all its power, released and made manifest on the third day, the day we celebrate 
today: the Easter of Christ the Lord. The words heard by the women at the tomb are also addressed to 
us: Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but he has risen. Death, solitude and 
fear are not the last word. There is a word that transcends them, a word that only God can speak: it is 
the word of the Resurrection.” On this day we take heart, confident that Christ has made good on all he 
promised. He is truly risen, as he said. We entrust ourselves, our families, and especially all those who 
have died recently, to the Risen Lord.  

Sign of the Cross  

After a moment of silence, let everyone begin by making the Sign of the Cross:  

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

We place ourselves before the Lord, beginning with an act of contrition:  

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have 
sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to 
sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In 
his name, my God, have mercy.  

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy 
One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen.  

The following are the readings of Easter Sunday.  

A reading from  the Acts of the Apostles  (10:34a, 37-43) 

 Peter proceeded  to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not 
to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one 
appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that 



everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”                                       
The word of the Lord.  

Psalm 118    

Response:  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.  
Or:  Alleluia.  
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,   
for his mercy endures forever.  
Let the house of Israel say,  “His mercy endures forever.”  R/  
 
“The right hand of the Lord has struck with power;   
the right hand of the Lord is exalted.  
I shall not die, but live,   
and declare the works of the Lord.”  R/  
 
The stone which the builders rejected   
has become the cornerstone.  
By the Lord has this been done;   
it is wonderful in our eyes.  R/  
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians  (5:6b-8) 

Brothers and sisters: Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? Clear out the old yeast, 
so that you may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, 
Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Christ, our paschal lamb,  
has been sacrificed;  
let us then feast with joy in the Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  (20:1-9)  
 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other 
disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both 
ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the 
burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and 
saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled 
up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 
and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the 
dead. The Gospel of the Lord.  
 
[Allow for a few minutes of silence and meditation. In a family, the leader could offer some words of 
consolation at this moment, such as: “Jesus, you have risen from the dead. You have conquered sin, 



death, and all that would separate us from eternal life and eternal happiness with you in heaven. Today, 
on this Easter, we unite ourselves to you in the firm belief that in you we rise too! Your Resurrection is 
our resurrection, for by grace we already live a new life, your life. With Mary Magdalene and the 
disciples, we confess our belief in your Resurrection, and we seek to share this saving truth with all we 
know.”]   
 
MEDITATION OF THE DAY 
 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to see the tomb. We can picture them as they went on their way. They walked like people going to a 
cemetery, with uncertain and weary steps, like those who find it hard to believe that this is how it all 
ended. We can picture their faces, pale and tearful. And their question: can Love have truly died? Unlike 
the disciples, the women are present—just as they had been present as the Master breathed his last on 
the cross, and then, with Joseph of Arimathea, as he was laid in the tomb. Two women who did not run 
away, who remained steadfast…. And suddenly there was a great earthquake. Unexpectedly, those 
women felt a powerful tremor, as something or someone made the earth shake beneath their feet. 
Once again, someone came to tell them: Do not be afraid, but now adding: He has been raised as he 
said!… The heartbeat of the Risen Lord is granted us as a gift, a present, a new horizon. The beating 
heart of the Risen Lord is given to us, and we are asked to give it in turn as a transforming force, as the 
leaven of a new humanity. In the resurrection, Christ rolled back the stone of the tomb, but he wants 
also to break down all the walls that keep us locked in our sterile pessimism…. That is what Easter calls 
us to proclaim: the heartbeat of the Risen Lord. Christ is alive! That is what quickened the pace of Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary. That is what made them return in haste to tell the news. That is what 
made them lay aside their mournful gait and sad looks. They returned to the city to meet up with the 
others. Now that, like the two women, we have visited the tomb, I ask you to go back with them to the 
city. Let us all retrace our steps and change the look on our faces. Let us go back with them to tell the 
news…. In all those places where the grave seems to have the final word, where death seems the only 
way out. Let us go back to proclaim, to share, to reveal that it is true: the Lord is alive! He is living and he 
wants to rise again in all those faces that have buried hope, buried dreams, buried dignity…. Let us go, 
then. Let us allow ourselves to be surprised by this new dawn and by the newness that Christ alone can 
give. May we allow his tenderness and his love to guide our steps. May we allow the beating of his heart 
to quicken our faintness of heart.  

[From: a homily by Pope Francis His Holiness Pope Francis.]   

Intercessions [these are the intercessions that are written for St. Andrew’s for Easter Sunday.  We 
encourage our parishioners to pray them each day during Easter week.] 

Celebrant: Dear friends, although separated by distance, but united spiritually, this is still the day of 
amazing joy: the crucified Christ is risen, the whole Church is renewed in Jesus’ mercy, we are enfolded in 
the tender arms of Jesus. 
    

1 In the glory of Jesus’resurrection we pray for the living Church: 
for Pope Francis, who cares for the world with a father’s heart, 
for each other, opening our hearts with compassion, 
for those physically isolated, but close to Jesus.  
Christ, hear us. 

 Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

2 In the glory of Jesus’ resurrection we pray for the suffering Church: 
for those persecuted for their faith in Jesus, 
for those denied religious freedom, 



for those who are struggling to believe and trust. 
Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 

 
    3 In the glory of Jesus’ resurrection 
 we pray for those in difficulties: 
 for children and youths anxious about their education, 
 for adults concerned about their employment and finances, 
 for couples needing to postpone their weddings. 

Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 

 
4 In the glory of Jesus’ resurrection 

we pray for the world during this coronavirus pandemic: 
healing for the sick, 
strength for all who show medical and pastoral care of the sick, 
comfort for distressed families. 
Christ, hear us. 

 Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

5 In the glory of Jesus’ resurrection, we pray for the most vulnerable in our world: 
for refugees and prisoners, 
for the poor and homeless, 
for the distressed and fearful.  
Christ, hear us. 

 Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

6 In the glory of Jesus’ resurrection, we pray for the departed and all who mourn the  
 for those who have died from the coronavirus and other illnesses, 
 for those who died giving medical and spiritual care for people with the virus, 
 for those who died longing to receive the Sacraments of the Church. 

Christ, hear us. 
 Christ, graciously hear us. 
 
 
Celebrant:  Risen Jesus, 
   like your disciples we are fearful, 
   and so we ask you to give to us that blessing 
   of peace, by which you calmed 
   their anxious hearts, 
   filled them with joy, 
   and confirmed them in faith, 
   you who live and reign, forever and ever. 
 
Our Father…. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Conclusion 

[After a period of meditation or private prayer, the liturgy comes to a conclusion.] 



May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us to everlasting life. And may the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.  

[To conclude the celebration, you can sing or say one of the following antiphons]   

A. Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia.  
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia,  
has risen as he said, alleluia.  

 
B. Pray for us to God, alleluia.  

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia!  
For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia!  

 
C. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia, quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia,  

resurrexit sicut dixit, alleluia; ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.  
Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia.  
Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia. 
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